L he Environmental Protecrion
Agency’s Renovation, Repair, and Painting
{RRTP) rule has been in force for almost a
year now. The rules and requirements have
changed several dmes already since the
April 22, 2010 effective date, Additional
changes have been proposed; many mis-
conceptions remain.

The requirement to use lead-safe work
practices {LSWP) has been a long time
coming, and 1 consider it an extremely
important piece of consumer legislation.
COne reason is because I poisoned my en-
tire family with lead in 1982.

We moved into an old Victorian and as
my family breathed, ate, slept, and played,

B

T was remodeling the house, scraping and
sanding away decades of old paint, mak-
ing it iook like new, never realizing I was
filling the air and coating the floors with
an extremely dangerous substance. T didnt
know anything about LSWT, so I never
followed any. My 2-year-old daughter be-
came very ill; luckily, her pediarrician rec-
ognized the symproms and disgnosed the
problem quickly: lead paisoning.

Tests revealed chatr our blood-fead lev-
els were greatly elevated; my daughrer’s
were 55 micrograms of lead per deciliter
of blood, which is over five times what is
currentdy considered rhe maximum “safe
level.” Everyone began chelarion treac-
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ment immediartely. Children are especially
susceptible to lead poisoning, and it was
nearly 10 years before my daugheer was
able o read a sentence as simple as “See
Spot run.” Had we not caughe it early, she
might have been permanently brain-dam-
aged or even killed.

The longer one is exposed 1o lead, the
greater the chanee that adverse health ef-
fects will become permanent. Thatr ex-
perience wasn't fun—and ir was a major
tactor leading me to change my career
and become an indoor environmental
consultant. After experiencing firsthand
just how dangerous lend could be, T had
to learn to use LSWTP so thar I could finish
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the remodeling job 1 had started withour
further endangering myself and my fam- -
ily. The safeguards that are now manda-
tory for firms disturbing lead-based paint
are many of the same procedures I used to

complete our home's remodel.
The general prmclples for fullowmg

LSYWP are: '

e Conrain the work area

® Don't make dust

® Work wet to control any dusc thac is
produced

@ If you do make dust, don't fer it escape
from the work area

@ Clean up all lead dust - complerely

LSWP aren't thar difficule or expensive
o implement, bur they do require ar-
rention to derail and a commitmeni
safery, The requirement for firms that dis-
turb lead-based paint and coatings to use
LSWP hasn’t changed since it wenr into
“effect last April. Whar has changed are
some of the RRP program's certificacion,
‘education, recordkeeping, and notifica-
tion requirements. '

The roll-cur period for irms to become
cerrified by filing their paperwork and
* paying their fees 1o the EPA, as well as for
the Certified Renovarors supervising these
jobs to be trained, was extended to the end
of 2010, but the effective date for using
LEWP remained April 22, 2010. What
this means is that any firm performing
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worle for hire in target housing or child-
occupied facilides built prior o 1978 is
required to follow the regularions, even
if their paperwark hasn’t been processed
or even fled, The grace period thar was
granted is over, with no further extensions.

The EPA may audit che records of any
firm in violation of the regulacion for up
1o three yeurs alter the job is complete and

~ be Aned up to $37,300 per occurrence per

day. 1f the violadon of the law is willful,
the fine can be doubled and J.lll txme m'ly
be assigned by the courts.

The law continues to 'apply in zll fed-
eral jurisdictions; however, the EPA can
autharize srates, tribes, and territories
to administer their own RRP programs.
Ar the time of publication, Wisconsin,
lowa, North Carolina, Mississippi, Kan-
sas, Rhode ldand, Utwah, Oregon, Mas-
sachusetrs, and Alabama have had their
programs approved in lieu of the Federal
program. Georgia is working on gecting
their approval and other states are bound
to follow. Approved State programs must

"be ar least as strict as the EPA reguladons.

The regulation . originally permitted
homeowners to opt out from having firms
they hired use LSWP by certifying thac
the property was owner-occupied and had
no children under six or pregnant women
as occupants; however, as of July 6, 2010,
homeowners are no longer permirted to
exempt themselves from the regulation.
The rule now applies o all “rarget hous-
ing” whether it is owner-occupied or not.
The rule applies o landlords performing
applicable work on their rental properties.
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Interestingly, che rule still doesn' prevent
an owner from exposing their family 1o
lead when performing worle that disturbs
lead in cheir own home. Homeowners re-
main exempt from the requirements.

The regulation had some exclusions that
have also changed. Originally, emergency
work was exempt from requiring notifica-
tion of owners and occupants by provid-
ing them the EPA-approved educational
boolkler “Renovate Right.” Now the norifi-
carion must be provided as soon as practi-
cal and in accordance wich the rule before
non-emergency work may begin. Emer-
sency work remains exempr from using
lead-safe worlk practices, but only when it
is not pracrical to implement these safery
measures. 1t's now required to document
in writing the reason LSWP weren't prac-
tical and used during the emergency. All
aspects of the reguladon apply and must
be implemented before non-emergency
worle can begin. .

The pre-renovation education ru.qulre—
ments have become stricter. The Renovare
Right pamphler must always be provided
to homeowners and landlords and made

" available 1o all adult occupants, parents or

guardians of eccupants for renzal unics, or
child-eccupied facilides. The owner is not

" allowed ro waive signing thar they received

the document. Qceupants and others may
refuse or be unavailable to sign that they
were pravided the document, but warning
signs must be posted in coenspicuous areas
to alert them prior to entering the work
area. The postmgs must include the infor-
mation on how to receive a copy of Renoe-
vate Right at no charge. 1¢s required that
the postings be documented. Depending
on the sicuation, the pre-renovation edu-
cation requirements may differ based on
the type of dwelling or occupancy.
* EPA’s Renovate Right pamphler was up-
dated in April 2010, Make sure you're us-
ing the most current version, which you
may download in English or Spanish from
the EPA websice:  wwwepa.govilead/
pubs/renovaterightbrochure.pdf E
The Small Encity Compliance Guide to
the EPA’s Renovare Right contains help-
ful forms, checklists, and Aow charts o
help you comply with the requirements.
Download the latest version (July 2010)
at heep:/Awww.epa.gov/lead/pubs/renova-
tion.htm



‘At the end of the job, rhe renovation
firm must compile a written report
- show owners and occupants how the firm
complied with the rule. This report can
be in che form of the signed checklist that
- "is printed in the back of the Small Encicy

Compliance Guide. Another change is
+ thar this report must be issued when the
Job is final invoiced or within 30 days
of the complerion of the job, whichever
- comes first, Addizionally, the report must
now also be made available to occupants,

- parents, and guardians, as well as provid- - -

ing a copy to the owner. As with the pre-
renovation éducation reqﬁirements, the
' _postrenovation report requirements may
_'élfff:r, based on the l:ype of dwclhnﬂ or
. eccupancy, '

Even if your state isn't autherized to ad-
minister the RRP program, you may find

there are a number of other states laws
that must also be followed. For example,
in California, EPA administers the RRP
program with respect o LSWP, but che
California Deparmment of Public Health
oversees lead abatement (projects designed
to remove or control lead for a period
greater than 20 years). There may also be
different requirements regarding waste
disposal, waste cransport, and testing.
Finally, the EPA has now approved a
second test kit for certified renovacors to
determine if lead-based painr is present;
however, some states don't allow this ype
of determinarions to be made by anyone
without addidonal training, certification,

and in some cases licensing.

The EPA has answered over 250 com-
mon questions abour the RRP rule and
its applicatien 1o different situations at
www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/rrp-faq.pdf,  If
this doesn’t answer your question, you
may also post questions for the EPA w

additional changes to the RRP rule that
could go into effect this summer and be-
yond. Most significantly, the EPA is pro-
posing to require that quantitative lead
dust testing be performed after certain
rypes of renovation jobs. You can learn
more about the proposed requirements at

consider.
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